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Chase City VFD Shows Appreciation to Marines

Feeds over 100 grounded Marines and Navy support personnel during safety pause

by Dolores Cabaniss
Member and Public Relations Specialist

hat does one do with 480
eggs, 180 sausage patties,
100 sausage links, 94 smoked

sausages, 16 chicken sausage patties and
eight loaves of bread?

Why, one shows a little Southern
hospitality and feeds a delicious hot
breakfast to more than 100 Marines and
Navy support personnel who have been
grounded, due to the weather, at your
local municipal airport.

On March 15, the Chase City
Volunteer Fire Department was asked
by the 22nd Marine Expeditionary
Unit to be on standby that evening at
the Chase City Municipal Airport.

The military unit was on a three-week
training mission, and when unexpected
weather moved in, they contacted the
department to have someone at the
airport in case their help was needed.

MEC Member Jacob Whitten, a 2nd
Lieutenant with the department, along
with CCVFD firefighter and Chase City
Mayor Alden Fahringer, volunteered for
the assignment.

A@cording tolst Lt. Cailin Duffy,
the unit’s communication strategy and

The 22nd MEU, which is based out
of Camp Lejeune, N.C., conducted
Realistic Urban Training exercises
out of Fort Barfoot, Va., and
throughout Mecklenburg Electric
Cooperative’s service territory,
for three weeks in March. This
training is a crucial step in the unit’s
preparation for deployment overseas
later this year. During the exercise,
the Marines participated in a range
of simulated missions, including
raids of various sizes, aviation
operations, humanitarian assistance
efforts and more. This training took
place both on the base and in the -
surrounding communities, with the
cooperation of local authorities.

operations director, the 22nd MEU was
participating in a simulated raid on the
evening of March 15 near the Halifax
County Fairgrounds when the weather
changed unexpectedly. “The low cloud
ceiling made it unsafe for the Marine
helicopters to fly back to Fort Barfoot”
Duffy explains. “To ensure the safety of

everyone involved while maintaining
the realism of the training, the unit
was redirected to the nearby Chase
City airfield. The Marines remained at
the airfield overnight, continuing their
simulated mission while waiting for the
weather to improve.”

“The Marines contacted the
department and wanted a fire
department unit and a couple of our
guys to be on standby;” says Whitten.
“Alden and I went out there, and not
long after, a couple of their Ospreys flew
in and they started unloading. They
hadn’t packed a lot of supplies because
they thought they'd be headed back to
Fort Barfoot. And it was 48 degrees that
night. It was chilly” he adds. “Around
midnight, Alden and I went to get them
water and Gatorade. We stopped and
picked up a couple of heaters and went
back to the airport and opened hangars
for them to have shelter.

“We got to talking about it and
figured that if they were going to be
there overnight, they were going to be
hungry, and who knows what time they
might get to leave if the cloud cover
didn'’t clear up,” Whitten continues.
“So, we decided we'd scrounge up some
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3 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit with members of Chase City Volunteer Fire Department and their families
; at Chase City Municipal Airport, which is served by Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative.
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breakfast for them the next morning”

Whitten and Fahringer went grocery
shopping before daybreak the next
morning, stopped by the fire station to
get a pull-behind grill, and were back
at the airport and starting to cook by
around 7 a.m.

In the meantime, they were joined
by Whitten’s wife, Amy, and their two
sons, and CCVFD Assistant Chief
Nick Anderson, who brought his four
children.

Setting up an improvised mess
tent, Whitten and Anderson manned
the grill, cooking sausage, while Amy
and Fahringer scrambled eggs on the
Blackstone grill, managing about three
dozen eggs at a time.

“It took us about two hours, from
the time we lit the grill until we'd served
all the men and women and cleaned
everything up. Considering that it was
a spur-of-the-moment thing, it all just

7 Whitten says.
happy to be in the right
place at the right time to help out. These
men and women put their lives on the
line for us every day, and it was the least
we could do to show our appreciation
for all they do.”

“The VFD’s generosity went beyond
just food; they warmly welcomed the
Marines, expressing their gratitude for
their service. This provided a unique
opportunity for the Marines to connect
with the local community,” says Dufty.
“They interacted with the volunteers
and their families, showcasing their
equipment, weapons and aircraft.

The Marines were deeply touched by
the community’s hospitality. Despite
the unexpected turn of events, this
unplanned interaction became a
highlight of the training exercise for the
entire 22nd MEU?”

Lt.Col. Mark Paige, Commanding
Officer of Battalion Landing Team 3/6,
22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit, served
as Deputy Mission Commander during
the execution of the training mission and
was with the force through all phases of
the operation. “The Marines and I were
blown away by the generosity of the
Chase City Volunteer Fire Department,”
says Paige. “These Marines are going to
remember that morning for a long time.
Seeing a community support us like that,
it really drives home the importance of
what we do and who we do it for.” ®

Children of CCVFD firefighters get a tour of the aircraft used in the training mission.

16 ¢ Cooperative Living © May 2025

Ooh-rah! And thank you!

Many warm messages of gratitude
for Chase City VFD’s hospitality
were posted on Facebook by 22nd
Marine Expeditionary Unit Marines
and their families.

22nd MEU: The 22nd Marine
Expeditionary Unit would like the thank
the Chase City Volunteer Fire Department
for their hospitality while our Marines and
Sailors executed a safety pause due to
inclement weather. Their support is greatly
appreciated and allowed us to carry out
our training mission as planned!

1st Sgt. Scott Brose, Kilo Company:

Just wanted to thank y’all again for the
generosity you showed to us. Our Marines
were very grateful for what you provided.
Great people and great food.

Andrea: Thank you Chase City Volunteer
Fire Department for making the most of a
less than ideal situation! Your support and
hospitality of our crew was an incredible
blessing. Coming out of an airframe after
“sleeping” in it through the night to a warm
meal on a cold morning, and the fellowship
it provided, was a core memory. I'll crack
eggs with y’all any day! Stay blessed!

Anj: My son was there. It was a highlight of
his training. These guys will always have
this memory of a town that welcomed
them, and supported them. It’s why they
do what they do. It's why they took the
oath. May God bless America.

Amy: My son was part of that group and
he was so thankful. And so am I. Thank
you very much.

Brent: Our son, from Pasadena, California,
was part of that group. Thank you, Chase
City, for taking good care of him.

Lovey: My son is one of the Marines that
was part of this group. Thank you, CCVFD
and family, for taking care of our soldiers.
God bless you all.
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